Personal Competencies for Admission and Matriculation

A candidate for admission to the College of Graduate Nursing program must possess, or be able to achieve through a
reasonable accommodation, certain intellectual, emotional, and physical abilities, that would enable the individual to
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Psychomotor Skills

Candidates must have sufficient motor function to perform nursing tasks and to obtain data from patients using tactile,
auditory, and visual maneuvers. Candidates must be able to execute motor movements to provide required general
nursing care as well as emergency treatments.

Mobility and Stamina

A student must possess sufficient gross and fine motor skills and endurance to provide safe and effective nursing care in
all health care settings. Students must have the ability to perform basic life support (including CPR); function in an
emergency situation; safely assist a patient in moving (e.g., from wheelchair to commode, from chair to bed, lift and
transfer from gurney to bed); calibrate and use equipment; perform treatments and procedures; apply pressure to stop
bleeding; manipulate diagnostic instruments to adequately perform a physical assessment; and sit, stand and move about
in patient environments for 12-hour periods.

Tactile

A student must have sufficient tactile ability to perform a physical assessment of a patient and to perform procedures
necessary for nursing care. Students must have the ability to perform palpation and other functions necessary for a
physical exam; assess texture, shape, size and vibration; note temperature changes in skin and equipment; perform
therapeutic functions (e.g., inserting a urinary catheter or IV, change dressings, give medications).

Intellectual and Cognitive Abilities

Candidates must be able to measure, calculate reason, analyze, synthesize, integrate, and apply information in making
clinical judgments. Problem solving, a clinical skill required of nurses, requires all of these intellectual abilities. In addition,
candidates must be able to comprehend 3-D relationships and to understand the special relationships of structures.

Behavioral and Social Attributes

Candidates must possess the emotional health required to use their intellectual abilities fully. This may be demonstrated
by exercising good judgment; promptly completing all responsibilities attendant to the care of patients and aggregates;
and developing mature, sensitive, and effective relationships with patients, families and other health care workers as well
as faculty and peers. Candidates must be able to tolerate physically taxing workloads and to function effectively under
stress. They must be able to adapt to changing environments, to display flexibility, and to learn to function in the face of
uncertainties and ambiguities.

Ethical Standards

A candidate must demonstrate the ability to reason morally and practice nursing in a professional and ethical manner with
patients, families, and other health care workers as wells as with faculty and peers.



